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S u p e r f u n d s i tes
Martz visits Libby, tours cleanup areas

B y T O M L A C E K YAssociated Press Writer_____
LIBBY (AP) — Gov. J u d y Martzshowed the f l a g during a whirl-wind visit here Wednesday, assur-ing re s ident s that s ta te govern-ment cares about them and urgingthem to care about each other."I just beg you all to try to worktogether," Martz told some 200 peo-ple at a three-hour afternoon "lis-tening session." She said the samething in a variety of ways throughher day-long visit."Quit criticizing, complaining

and condemning," she said later."Don't separate yourselves," shesaid at another stop. "What will youhave in three years if you can't

speak to yourneighbors?"She was
a l l u d i n g todivisions with-in the commu-nity over ques-tions of clean-ing up decadeso f a s b e s t o scontaminationand whether MARTZ: Urgesthe town cooperation
s h o u l d bedeclared a Super fund site.Dozens of a s b e s t o s - r e la t eddeaths and hundreds of illnesses inLibby have been linked in recentyears to the WR. Grace & Co. ver-miculite mine, which shut down in

1990. V e r m i c u l i t e ore f r om theLibby mine contained tremoli t e
asbestos, which is considered a
major health threat when airborne.The v ermicu l i t e was used foryears to make a variety of prod-ucts, inc lud ing household insula-
tion.Three more years is the outsidetime period needed to c ompl e t ecleanup of the area's nine sites ofmajor contamination, said PaulPeronard, the Environmental Pro-tection Agency's on-site coordina-
tor. The EPA is likely to propose list-ing the town and adjacent sites on
its National Priorities List, whichwould provide additional federalcleanup help. As governor, Martz

has near-veto power over the des-i g n a t i o n , but says she has not
decided.Peronard and the EPA got astanding ovation at the afternoonsession. N e a r l y every speakerdenounced Grace, calling the com-pany decei t ful and untrustworthy.At a brief meeting later, mem-bers of the L i b b y Chamber ofCommerce and other business peo-ple voiced major concerns aboutthe financial troubles that a Super-
fund designation could cause.Martz said her chief accom-
plishment on the trip was to assure
the people of Libby that state gov-ernment cares and is ready to
help. See "Martz," page 8
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Peronard e s c or t ed M a r t z toseveral c l e a n u p s i t e s andexp la ined the prob l ems and thecleaning process.Lerah Parker broke down andwept as she showed Martz photos
of a 21-acre site along the Koote-n a i River j u s t n o r t h o f t ownwhere she and her husband, M e l ,
had o p e r a t e d Raintree Nursery.T h e y b o u g h t t h e s i t e , i n c l u d i n gsome b u i l d i n g s , f r o m Grace in
199.1. b e f o r e the asbestos conta-m i n a t i o n w a s d i s c o v e r e d . T h e y

l e a r n e d of i t in n e w s p a p e rreports.The s i t e now i s a m a j o rcleanup p r o j e c t , a dirt and rockf i e l d e m p t y o f gr e enery a n df i l l e d with dirt-moving machines.The Parkers have been out for
two years, but the EPA says theymay be able to return la t e thi syear.

I n town, M i l l w o r k West s t i l loperates in a bu i ld ing at Grace'so l d expor t p l a n t . Owners J u d y
and Mel Burnett buttonholed thegovernor to charge that Gracedid a poor job o f c l e a n i n g the

s i t e , l i t e r a l l y t h r o w i n g someequipment and tool s into a steelshed st i l l covered with asbestos.At the h igh s choo l , EPA isremoving v e r m i c u l i t e t a i l i n g sf r o m the running track aroundthe f o o t b a l l s tadium. For years,the school di s tric t used Grace ' smine ta i l ings as a track surface.C o n t a m i n a t i o n now e x t e n d s
under the s tad ium, which wasjacked up so crews could removethe contaminated soil under it,Peronard said.

"I've never jacked up a stadi-um b e f o r e , but it turns out it

wasn't so hard," Paronard said.Power fu l vacuum trucks weresucking up some 6 inches of cont-aminated soil from under the sta-dium on Wednesday.The visit to Libby was the f i r s tby Martz since she became gov-ernor in January. A l t h o u g h shehad met previously with commu-nity leaders in Helena, Martz hadbeen criticized by some for notpersonal ly visiting the town untilnow. She noted r ep ea t ed ly during
the day that she v i s i t ed at la s tf o u r times last year whi le shewas lieutenant governor.


